Tour of a tiny town 


It took couple 31 years to collect 1,000 pieces 
for Christmas village now on display. Living 
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FIRST STATE RESULTS 


Most juniors 


fell short 
of ACT 
benchmarks 


Less than a third of the 
public school students 

had scores indicative of 
attaining success in college 


By Jor DEJKA 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Making every high school junior 
in Nebraska public schools take 
the ACT exam has yielded its first 
fruit, and it is a sour one. 

Test scores released Friday in- 
dicate the vast majority of last 
year’s juniors would struggle to 
get good grades in first-year col- 
lege courses. 

That’s based on the Iowa testing 
organization’s metrics. 

Less than a third of the 22,300 
students who took the exam during 
state testing in the spring met ACT 
benchmarks designed to predict 
success in typical college fresh- 
man math, science and English 
courses. 

The score release marks the 
first time state officials, parents 
and policymakers have a reliable, 
independent and nationally recog- 
nized gauge of how well-prepared 
all Nebraska 11th-graders are for 
college success. 

The results are sobering. 

At some Omaha Public Schools 
high schools in higher-poverty 
areas, only a small fraction of 
students hit the marks. Failure to 
do so would make it difficult for 
those students to gain admission to 
a four-year college, let alone suc- 
ceed academically. 

At Omaha Benson, for instance, 
only 3 percent of last year’s ju- 
niors met the math and science 
benchmarks. 

But the results reveal how pe- 
rennially solid-scoring schools 
also have room to improve. At both 
Papillion-La Vista high schools, 
40 percent of students hit the math 
benchmark, leaving the majority 
below. 

At high-flying, low-poverty Elk- 
horn South, 62 percent of juniors 
met the math benchmark; 80 per- 
cent met the English language arts 
benchmark. 

The score release comes amid a 
national discussion about the value 
of a traditional four-year college 
education, and also a renewed push 
in some quarters to offer students 
alternative pathways to prepare, 
instead, for jobs in the trades. 

Thirteen states require all ju- 
niors to take the ACT: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin and Wy- 
oming. 

In the past, juniors in Nebraska 
public schools took a battery of 
state assessments called the Ne- 
braska State Accountability tests, 
which were developed by the state 
with assistance of testing contrac- 
tors. 

State lawmakers in 2016 voted 
to replace the 11th-grade NeSA as- 
sessments with a standard college 
admissions test. Members of the 
Nebraska State Board of Educa- 
tion selected the ACT, implement- 
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GOODFELLOWS 


To make 
donations: 


Online: Omaha. 
com/goodfellows 


Mail: World-Herald Qe 


Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St., 
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102 


Donations to date: $90,815.06 
Story in Midlands 


HA UNION STATION 


Station, which is now the Durham Museum; Joslyn Castle; and Omaha Central High School. 


STATELY OR NOT, THEY 
TELL STATE'S STORY 


‘150@150 honors Nebraska buildings and architecture 


The assignment 
was right up Jeff 
Barnes’ alley. But 
it came with a 


catch. 
: The Architectur- 
Erin al Foundation of 
Grace Nebraska wanted a 
a book on the state’s 
COLUMNIST best buildings to 


come out during 


this sesquicentennial year of state- 
hood. Barnes, 59, is a fifth-gener- 
ation Nebraskan who has written 
four books dealing with Nebraska 
and is well-traveled around the 
state. He loves architecture and 
might have been an architect in 
another life. 

He already had photographed a 
ton of his personal architectural 
faves, from a sod house near Com- 
stock to his very favorite Nebras- 
ka building, the State Capitol in 
Lincoln. (It’s where he met Susan, 
his wife of 35 years.) 

With that head start, this task 
seemed like an easy one. 

Except for one thing: a limit. 
The foundation wanted 150 build- 
ings, one for each year of state- 
hood. Jeff could think of 300, easy. 


a 
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Jeff Barnes holds his book in front of Omaha’s original 
public library, designed by renowned architect Thomas 
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Kimball, at 1823 Harney St. 


Missing woman's hometown goes all out 


By Emity NITCHER 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — In Neligh, Ne- 
braska, the posters of a missing 
woman are planted in lawns. 

Green ribbons wrap around 
trees and light poles. And day by 
day, light bulbs outside homes 
are being replaced so they glow 
green in the darkness, showing 
solidarity with a family search- 
ing for its daughter. 

Residents of Neligh, Sydney 
Loofe’s hometown, are doing 
what they can to get the word 
out and raise money for the 
Loofe family. 

“We all feel it,” said Craig 
Heckert of Neligh. “I wouldn’t 
know what to do if one of my 
girls was gone like this. I can’t 
imagine what they’re going 
through.” 

Loofe, a 24-year-old Lincoln 
resident, has been missing for 
more than two weeks. On Fri- 
day afternoon two people named 
“persons of interest” by law en- 


Sydney Loofe 
The 24-year-old 
Lincoln resident, 
who grew up in 
Neligh, has been 
missing for more 
than two weeks. 


forcement were being held at 
the Saline County Jail in Wilber, 
Nebraska, after spending the 
night in a southwest Missouri 
jail. The Saline County Sheriff’s 
Office said Bailey Boswell, 23, 
and Aubrey Trail, 51, were being 
held for the U.S. Marshals Ser- 
vice. 

A warrant was issued for Trail 
in Saline County charging him 
with possession of a firearm by a 
prohibited person. Boswell was 
being sought on a warrant out of 
Lincoln charging her with fail- 
ure to appear in court related to 
possession of an ounce or less of 
marijuana and use/possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 


Boswell and Trail posted a se- 
ries of online videos this week 
talking about Loofe after police 
sought the public’s help in lo- 
cating them. Loofe’s last known 
activity was going on a date with 
Boswell, whom she had met on- 
line. 

Police say the circumstances 
surrounding her disappearance 
are concerning, and they urge 
anyone with information to call 
402-493-8688 and press option 1. 

Police were active in Wilber 
earlier this week and again on 
Friday near the Big Blue River. 
The Nebraska State Patrol he- 
licopter was also in use in the 
area, the patrol confirmed. But 
officials had no update on Loofe’s 
disappearance. 

Friday night, more than 100 
residents gathered for a Christ- 
mas event in downtown Wilber, 
with Christmas music and Santa. 

Chris Cerveny, 51, was at the 
celebration with his wife and 


See Loofe: Page 2 


Flynn's plea 
sends clear 
warning to 
White House 


Ex-adviser'’s cooperation 
means special counsel may 
zero in on others from 
Trumps inner circle 


TRIBUNE WASHINGTON 
BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s former national 
security adviser, Michael Flynn, 
pleaded guilty Friday to lying to 
the FBI about his contacts with 
Russia’s ambassador to the U.S., 
communications that court doc- 
uments said Flynn had discussed 
with a senior member of Trump’s 
transition team. 

In an ominous sign for the White 
House, U.S. District Judge Ru- 
dolph Contreras said at Flynn’s 
plea hearing that the retired gen- 
eral had agreed to provide “sub- 
stantial assistance for prosecution 
of another person,” suggesting 
that Flynn is helping the FBI tar- 
get a higher-up in the White House 
amid the ongoing probe of possible 
coordination between the Trump 
campaign and the Kremlin to influ- 
ence the 2016 election. 

When Flynn was forced out of 
the White House in February, offi- 
cials said he had misled the admin- 
istration, including Vice President 
Mike Pence, about his contacts 
with Russian Ambassador Sergey 
Kislyak. 

But court records and people fa- 
miliar with the contacts indicated 
Flynn was acting in consultation 
with senior Trump transition of- 
ficials, including Trump’s son-in- 
law, Jared Kushner, in his dealings 
with the diplomat. 

Court papers didn’t name the 
senior officials, but the Associ- 
ated Press confirmed that they 
were Kushner and former Depu- 
ty National Security Adviser KT 
McFarland, who is now up for an 
ambassadorship. 

Flynn, 58, is the first person who 
served in the Trump White House 
to be charged in the wide-ranging 
investigation. He also becomes the 
first former national security ad- 
viser to be charged with a felony 
since the fallout from the Iran-Con- 
tra affair of the mid-1980s. 

The pre-inauguration commu- 
nications with Kislyak involved 
efforts to undermine policy deci- 
sions being made by the Obama 
administration — concerning 
sanctions on Russia and a U.N. res- 
olution on Israel — which are po- 
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NU and CU clear first round 


Huskers and Jays advance to 
second-round matches today in the 
NCAA volleyball tournament. Sports 


Making last-minute travel plans 
Best airfare deals are likely gone, 
but experts have advice on how 
procrastinators can save. Money 


Omaha forecast 


High: 57 
Mild with sunshine 


Low: 34 
Details: 6B 
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